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Resolved, That the Senate—

(1) designates October 30, 2017, as a na-
tional day of remembrance for the nuclear
weapons program and uranium enrichment
workers of the United States, including the
uranium miners, millers, and haulers; and

(2) encourages the people of the United
States to support and participate in appro-
priate ceremonies, programs, and other ac-
tivities to commemorate October 30, 2017, as
a national day of remembrance for past and
present workers in the nuclear weapons pro-
gram of the United States.

———————

AUTHORITY FOR COMMITTEES TO
MEET

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
have 2 requests for committees to meet
during today’s session of the Senate.
They have the approval of the Majority
and Minority leaders.

Pursuant to rule XXVI, paragraph
5(a), of the Standing Rules of the Sen-
ate, the following committees are au-
thorized to meet during today’s session
of the Senate:

COMMITTEE ON FOREIGN RELATIONS

The Committee on Foreign Relations
is authorized to meet during the ses-
sion of the Senate on Monday, October
30, 2017, at 5 p.m., to conduct a hearing
on the Authorization for the Use of
Military Force.

COMMITTEE ON HOMELAND SECURITY AND
GOVERNMENTAL AFFAIRS

The Committee on Homeland Secu-
rity and Governmental Affairs is au-
thorized to meet during the session of
the Senate on Monday, October 30, 2017,
at 5:30 p.m., to conduct a hearing on
the nomination of: Emily Webster Mur-
phy, of Missouri, to be Administrator
of the General Services Administra-
tion.

————

CONDEMNING THE VIOLENCE AND
PERSECUTION IN CHECHNYA

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Sen-
ate proceed to the consideration of Cal-
endar No. 243, S. Res. 211.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. The
clerk will report the resolution by
title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 211) condemning the
violence and persecution in Chechnya.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution,
which had been reported from the Com-
mittee on Foreign Relations, with an
amendment to strike all after the re-
solving clause and insert the part
printed in italic, and with an amend-
ment to strike the preamble and insert
the part printed in italic, as follows:

Whereas, on April 1, 2017, the Russian news-
paper Novaya Gazeta reported that authorities
in Chechnya, a republic of the Russian Federa-
tion, had abducted, detained, and tortured over
100 men due to their actual or suspected sexual
orientation;

Whereas multiple independent and first-hand
accounts have subsequently corroborated the
Novaya Gazeta report, and describe a campaign
of persecution by Chechen officials against men
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due to their actual or suspected sexual orienta-
tion;

Whereas, as a result of this persecution, at
least three deaths have been reported and many
individuals have been forced to flee Chechnya;

Whereas Chechen officials have denied the ex-
istence of such persecution, including through a
statement by the spokesman for Chechen leader
Ramzan Kadyrov that ““‘You cannot arrest or re-
press people who just don’t exist in the repub-
lic.”’;

Whereas the same spokesman for Ramzan
Kadyrov has also stated that ‘‘If such people ex-
isted in Chechnya, law enforcement would not
have to worry about them, as their own relatives
would have sent them to where they could never
return,” and credible reports indicate that
Chechen authorities have encouraged families to
carry out so-called ‘‘honor killings’ of relatives
due to their actual or suspected sexual orienta-
tion;

Whereas Chechnya is a republic of the Rus-
sian Federation and subject to its laws, and
Ramzan Kadyrov was installed as the leader of
Chechnya by Russian President Viadimir Putin;

Whereas Chechen authorities have a long his-
tory of violating the fundamental human rights
of their citizens, including through extrajudicial
executions, forced disappearances, and torture
of government critics;

Whereas Kremlin spokesman Dmitry Peskov
dismissed reports of persecution in Chechnya
and termed them ‘‘phantom complaints’’;

Whereas the Russian Federation is a partici-
pating State of the Organication for Security
and Cooperation in Europe and a signatory to
the Universal Declaration of Human Rights,
and thus has agreed to guarantee the funda-
mental human rights of all of its citizens;

Whereas, on April 7, 2017, the United States
Department of State issued a statement saying
“We categorically condemn the persecution of
individuals based on their sexual orientation’
and urging the Government of the Russian Fed-
eration to take steps to ensure the release of all
those wrongfully detained in Chechnya, and to
conduct a credible investigation of the reports;
and

Whereas, on April 17, 2017, United States Am-
bassador to the United Nations Nikki Haley
issued a statement saying ‘‘Chechen authorities
must immediately investigate these allegations,
hold anyone involved accountable, and take
steps to prevent future abuses. We are against
all forms of discrimination, including against
people based on sexual orientation. When left
unchecked, discrimination and human rights
abuses can lead to destabilization and con-
flict.”’: Now, therefore, be it
That the Senate—

(1) condemns the violence and persecution in
Chechnya and calls on Chechen officials to im-
mediately cease the abduction, detention, and
torture of individuals on the basis of their ac-
tual or suspected sexual orientation, and hold
accountable all those involved in perpetrating
such abuses;

(2) calls on the Government of the Russian
Federation to protect the human rights of all its
citizens, condemn the violence and persecution,
investigate the allegations in Chechnya, and
hold accountable all those involved in perpe-
trating such abuses;

(3) calls on the United States Government to
continue to condemn the violence and persecu-
tion in Chechnya, demand the release of indi-
viduals wrongfully detained, and identify those
individuals whose involvement in this violence
qualifies for the imposition of sanctions under
the Sergei Magnitsky Rule of Law Account-
ability Act of 2012 (Public Law 112-208; 22
U.S.C. 5811 note) or the Global Magnitsky
Human Rights Accountability Act (Public Law
114-328); and

(4) affirms the fundamental human rights to
peaceful assembly, freedom of association and
expression, and freedom from arbitrary deten-
tion and torture or cruel, inhuman, or degrad-
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ing treatment, and that governments that fail to
respect these rights jeopardize the security and
prosperity of all their citicens.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendment to the res-
olution be agreed to.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
in the nature of a substitute was
agreed to.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
know of no further debate on the reso-
lution.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Is there
further debate on the resolution?

If not, the question is on agreeing to
the resolution, as amended.

The resolution (S. Res.
amended, was agreed to.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the com-
mittee-reported amendment to the pre-
amble be agreed to, the preamble, as
amended, be agreed to, and the motions
to reconsider be considered made and
laid upon the table with no intervening
action or debate.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The committee-reported amendment
to the preamble in the nature of a sub-
stitute was agreed to.

The preamble, as
agreed to.

211), as

amended, was

RECOGNIZING THE 100TH ANNIVER-
SARY OF THE ACADEMY OF NU-
TRITION AND DIETETICS

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the Agri-
culture Committee be discharged from
further consideration of and the Senate
now proceed to the consideration of S.
Res. 75.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The clerk will report the resolution
by title.

The senior assistant legislative clerk
read as follows:

A resolution (S. Res. 75) recognizing the
100th anniversary of the Academy of Nutri-
tion and Dietetics, the largest organization
of food and nutrition professionals in the
world.

There being no objection, the Senate
proceeded to consider the resolution.

Mr. McCONNELL. Mr. President, I
ask unanimous consent that the reso-
lution be agreed to, the preamble be
agreed to, and the motions to recon-
sider be considered made and laid upon
the table.

The PRESIDING OFFICER. Without
objection, it is so ordered.

The resolution (S. Res. 75) was agreed
to.

The preamble was agreed to.

(The resolution, with its preamble, is
printed in the RECORD of March 1, 2017,
under “Submitted Resolutions.”’)
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